December, 2011

Bayberry Election News

From the President

T

A

n election of Officers and directors for
the Bayberry board of directors will be
held at the Day Room at the pool on
Monday, December 12, at 8:00 P.M. All association members are invited to attend. A ballot is attached at the end of this bulletin. Please tear it off
and follow the instructions. The following are the
nominees for officers:
President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Corresponding Secretary:
Recording Secretary:

he successful completion of the upgrades to our electrical system was a
major capital improvement, and I am
happy to report that we had no problems this summer while using everything at once.
Other than this improvement, we have had a
quiet year in Bayberry. This is not a complaint; it
is a thank you to all the volunteers in our community who give up some of their valuable time to
make sure things go smoothly here. When you
don't see anything happening, it means these volunteers are doing their best work while making it
appear effortless. I don't want to name them all for
fear of forgetting one or more, so let's say you
know who you are, and we all know we could not
be Bayberry without you. This is also a request for
more and more of you to join us — the more volunteers we have, the easier the job assignments
and the better the outcomes. Call me if you want
to help and I will try to find the right fit for you.

David Fidock
Deirdre Randles
Harriet Abrahami
Debbie Kaplan
Ron Guzman

Five candidates will be elected for a three-year
term, and two will be elected as alternates. The
following are the nominees for directors.
Rich Geraci
Stephanie Ginsberg
Hope Herzog
Piko Lowenstein
Jay Miller
Mara Roberge

Jill Siegel
Wendy Shapiro
Scott Stone
Jen Syken
Alan Zuckerman

For me, the best thing this year was seeing my
(Continued on page 11)
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MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT
The Bayberry bylaws state:
“Any member whose dues are fully paid shall
have the right to vote at any meeting.”
Please pay your October
Association dues or your vote
CANNOT BE COUNTED!!

Bayberry Bulletin Staff
Carol Freidman, Editor
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Meet the Candidates
Those elected will join the following directors to
comprise the entire board of directors.

retary, a board member for
6 years, and last year I
served as Vice President.
For a number of years, I’ve
also organized the painting
of the playground and pool
entrance in preparation for SPG. As President, I
will work with all our committee and board
members to sustain and enrich our vibrant community.

One year remaining:
 Jacquie Brecher
 Jacqueline Donohue
 Dan Leiman
 Ilan Moallem
 Didier Munoz
Two years remaining:
 Wendy Benesh
 George Benko
 Laurie Getlan
 Bob Hopkins
 Eleanor Rorer

Vice President - Dierdre Randles
My family and I moved into Bayberry in
2009. Last year I was the Secretary for the
board. I enjoyed meeting and interacting with
the various members of the community in this
capacity. I live with my husband, Michael
Genkin and our children, Piper and Miles who
are active members of SPG.

Officers of the Board
Each candidate for the Bayberry board of
directors was asked by The Bayberry Bulletin to
write a brief autobiography. We hope this will aid
you in casting your vote in the upcoming election.
President - David Fidock

Harriet Abrahami - Treasurer

I've been a Bayberry resident now for nearly 12
years, and from the beginning have always deeply
appreciated the unique warmth and closeness of
our community. My two older children Jeremy
and Emilie have grown up here from an early age,
and now our little ones Felix and Talia are enjoying our beautiful, safe and friendly environment.
My family, with my wonderful wife Anne-Catrin,
lives at 61 Stony Run. When not enjoying the
pool or tending to the latest
weather disaster or home project,
we are at Columbia University
where we are both faculty. At Bayberry, I have been Recording Sec-

Having had a home in Bayberry for so long that
I almost consider myself an original resident, I
have been involved off and on (mostly on) with
keeping the Bayberry community property up
to date and up to code. For the past few years I
have, as Treasurer, kept records of expenditures, dealt with suppliers to reduce prices, and
made sure that charges for utilities end when
the pool closes. During the times I was pool
chair, I wrote a pool manual and as Treasurer,
I update it yearly so that each administration
has knowledge of what repairs and maintenance
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

has been done to the facility before their involvement. I enjoy
helping to keep Bayberry a great
place to live.

Recording Secretary - Ron Guzman
I moved into Bayberry in September of 2009
with my wife Lara and our two daughters Riley and Alexa,. We had a welcome addition
in 2010 with the birth of our son Ron Jr. I
work as Executive Director for a large bank
and manage a technology audit group. In addition, I have experience as a board member
officer of other organizations and groups
(sports clubs), for which I have held the title
of Secretary and Vice President. In those
roles my duties involved communications,
recruitment, technology initiatives, and general board responsibilities. I look forward to
serving as Recording Secretary for Bayberry.

Corresponding Secretary - Debbie Kaplan
I have been living in Bayberry for 41 years. Many
years ago I was on the SPG committee when my
children were young. About 30 years ago the
chairman of the pool committee asked Art and me
to help out, and I have been on the pool committee since then. In the 80's I was the pool membership chair for about 7 years. About 12 years ago I
was asked to take on that task again and I have
been doing it ever since.
The community in most ways is the same today as
it was when I moved in. The Bayberry bus no
longer exists, but other things have improved
since those days. We now open the pool for several weeks in the afternoon in June — years ago
we only opened on weekends. The Halloween parade has become a lovely big family oriented celebration. One of my granddaughters stayed with us
for a couple of weeks last summer in order to attend SPG. This is definitely not the same SPG that
existed in 1970. What a wonderful, interesting
schedule of activities the children now have. It
was truly amazing to see.

Members of the Board
The five candidates who receive the most
votes will serve three-year terms on the
board. The sixth and seventh place finishers
will serve as alternates.
Rick Geraci

I urge all our newer neighbors to get involved
in Bayberry. The pool, SPG and social committees can always use the help. The best part of living in Bayberry is the feeling that you are living
in a very small town and can get to know all your
neighbors.

My name is Rich Geraci, and I have lived in
Bayberry since 1998. At that time, it was just
me and my wife Catrina, but since then we
have added Richie (9), Cathie (7), and Arianna
(7). When we moved here, we loved the
neighborhood, but it wasn’t until we had our
family that we truly appreciated all that Bay(Continued on page 5)

3

Bayberry Bulletin

Bayberry Volleyball
Congratulations to the Bayberry volleyball
team on a wonderful second season in the Rye
Beach Volleyball Tournament played this past
summer! The team finished in FIRST place in
their division for the regular season (last year it
was second place), and placed third in the playoffs. The team would like to thank the many fans
and neighbors who came to cheer for them and
support them.

Sas, Colleen Walker and Mitch Weisman. The
team enjoyed playing this season, and everyone is
looking forward to applying their experience to
next summer's league. In the meanwhile, the team
and other players from Bayberry will continue to
enjoy the less competitive games played three
times a week during the summer and in the fall on
the sand volleyball court near the Bayberry
pool. Once the weather changes, indoor play will
continue at the New Rochelle Racquet Club. If
you would like to join the fun, exercise and camaraderie, contact George at george@instone.com.

The Bayberry team included the following
players: George Benko, Joe Blejec, Michel de
Fontaine, Benedicte Fidock, Christopher Griffith,
Sandra Koff, Didier Munoz, Cathy Paterra, Anne

http://bayberryvolleyball.shutterfly.com/
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being involved. When I'm not doing volunteer
work, I am working as a local real estate broker
and taxi driver for my two children.

berry offers.
Bayberry
gives you such a sense of
community and provides
the unique opportunity to
call someone who lives six
blocks over your neighbor. I have participated in
a few committees, such as the concession committee and the ad hoc group who looked at the
electrical situation at the pool. I am always willing to lend a hand and my time. I hope you will
consider me to represent the neighborhood as a
board member.

Hope Herzog
I have been a resident of Bayberry for the past
23 years and an active member of the community since the beginning. I ran SPG and planned
the dinner dance several years in a row. I have
been a board member for many of my years in
the community, as well as 3 years as Vice President. I am now in charge of the life guard staff
for the pool committee. So I guess you could
say I have done it all in Bayberry! Once again I
have been persuaded to run for the board of directors.

Stephanie Ginsberg
This Spring will be my 20th year living in Bayberry, during which time I married my college
sweetheart, had two amazing children and adopted
my amazing dog. This neighborhood is very dear
to me. I love that my kids feel safe here, can ride
their bikes around or walk over to a friend's house
— just like when I was a kid. As a family, we enjoy all the amenities that our neighborhood association offers — SPG, pool, tennis, volleyball, and
parties. I know that there is no other place in
Westchester where I would rather live, and I have
always volunteered and worked on the many Bayberry committees. I co-chaired SPG for four
years, was Recording Secretary for two years, and
served as a board member. In addition, I have
served on the finance committee, pool committee,
concession committee, nominating committee and
social committee. I volunteered to help renovate the
locker rooms, playground
and now the pool concession. I guess I just like

Piko Loewenstein
My family moved to
Bayberry in 2007
from
downtown
Manhattan. We were looking for a family orientated neighborhood in which to raise our children. In Bayberry we found a wonderfully special nook in New Rochelle where we could
know our neighbors and where our children were
safe to grow up playing and laughing with lifelong friends. Our son, Alexander, is now 6-1/2.
We added a beautiful girl, Kiera (a.k.a. Boo) to
our family in 2008, and our son, Theodore, was
just born at the end of August.
Alex and Boo have both enjoyed great summers
at the Bayberry SPG. I served as Corresponding
Secretary in 2010 and 2011 and have started to
co-chair the SPG as of this past summer. My
(Continued on page 6)
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member so I may continue to serve Bayberry in
the years ahead! Thank you :)

children have attended Hudson
Country, Barnard and Ward and
I have been active at all three
schools. I believe that we have
a wonderful community and we
all have to work hard to keep it
that way. I’m glad to help support it in any way I
can.

Jill Siegel
When I moved to Bayberry 19 years ago
I knew I found someplace special; I
just didn’t know how truly special
this community was. My
first Bayberry activity was
the Halloween Parade and I
was immediately hooked on
this place. My kids are all
grown and I still can’t stop myself from going to
the Booberry Bash and family parties as I try to
recapture all the memories from these fun festivities and relish in the new families that get to experience the wonders of this place.

Jay Miller
I have lived in Bayberry since 1985 with my
wife Alvia and daughter Sarah. During my
years here I have served as President, Vice
President, pool chair, board member and am
presently head of the concession committee .

Although I work full-time as the Deputy Project
Director at Legal Services NYC-Bronx, I always
manage to make time to contribute to the always
needed Bayberry tasks. However, I have realized
they are not really tasks because I have too much
fun doing them to be considered tasks. As the
chair of the welcoming committee, I get to meet
all the new neighbors and share my enthusiasm
about living here. I also discovered the one position in Bayberry that always invokes appreciation
— I buy the flowers for the pool and gather
groups of friends to help me plant. I have been
the Recording Secretary, a board member,
and on the pool and
nominating committees. I am the consummate partygoer and often referred to as the

Mara Roberge
My name is Mara Roberge and I am running to
be a board member for Bayberry Association. I
have lived in Bayberry for almost eight years
and have found it is truly like no other
neighborhood. For three years in the past, I had
the pleasure of overseeing our summer SPG
program as SPG committee chairperson. I have
also spent an additional year as a board member
upon completing my term as SPG committee
chair. We have a special community built on
trust, family values and a unique caring for one's
neighbors. We feel so fortunate to have the
opportunity to raise our two girls (Hayden &
Ellie) here and hope that
Bayberry will continue to
grow and flourish in the
years to come. Please
vote me in as a board

(Continued on page 7)
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auditor for Price Waterhouse, manager of financial and merchandise planning for Lord & Taylor, controller in the internet advertising industry,
and more recently, I work on a consulting basis. I
look forward to contributing to Bayberry's board.

Bayberry cheerleader, and so I will be happy to
serve on the board again.
Wendy Shapiro
Scott Stone

Alan Zuckerman

I have been living in Bayberry with my wife, Karen,
and our sons, Sammy and
Zachary, since January of
2001. During that time, our
kids have attended Bayberry
SPG, of which my wife was a committee member
for several years. I have previously served on the
by-laws committee and have devoted my time to
many worthy Bayberry causes, including SPG. I
have also been working with members of the
board to try and collect some of the outstanding
arrears from homes that are not currently association members. As a practicing attorney, I have
represented several clients on the boards of cooperative apartment buildings and condominiums
over the years. I believe that I can add substantial value to the board and would be honored to
serve our wonderful community.

I have been a Bayberry resident along with my
wife Susan and our two children since 1990.
Shortly after arriving, I became involved with
this extraordinary community. I have held the
office of Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Vice
President, and then I was President for 3 terms. I
have served on the board as a board member for
several successive terms. I have also been a
member of the pool, concession and social committees. Perhaps, my favorite achievement was
initiating, and seeing to completion, the last tax
certiorari. After several years, this resulted in a
large reduction on our property taxes along with
a large tax refund.
Should I be elected, I look forward to continuing
my contributions to this community. I encourage
every resident, if they have been involved, to stay
involved. If you are a new member of this community, come to meetings and get involved for
the first time. For older residents, I encourage
you, as I am doing, to renew your activity with
the association. I have always found that the rewards of neighborhood friendship far outweigh
the time contributed. A very wise Bayberry resident once told me: “You can
always find a better house than
in Bayberry, but you can’t
ever find a better way of life”.

Jen Syken I have lived in Bayberry with my
husband Noah for 12 years and have previously
served on the Bayberry board and as Treasurer.
We have a 9 year old son Nicholas and a 3 year
old girl Summer. Two years ago I helped get the
baby pool resurfaced, and I regularly help distribute notices to Bayberry residents.
I hold a BBA from the University of Miami, and
I am a CPA. My previous work includes financial
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Bayberry Board Meetings
December 6, 2010

Concession improvement was discussed.
There are issues regarding the exhaust fan and
the old stove, which don’t work. Steve Conte
says the hanging doors are a danger. Jay Miller,
Una Hopkins, Simone Blejec, Harriet Abrahami,
Craig Bier and Alan Roth are on the concession
committee, and they will meet and report to
board by January 15.

Electrical upgrade project: After the last board
meeting, Art reports there
were extensive emails regarding the electrical upgrade. After looking it
over, Art decided not to send out a capitol improvement ballot out to the community since
there was still much to discuss. There was only
one quote that was based on the actual scope of
the work, and this is contrary to Bayberry's bylaws. Review of electrical committee stays the
same. Electrical committee consists of Hope
Herzog, Una Hopkins, Harriet Abrahami, Linda
Hammer, Jay Miller, Richard Geraci, Steve
Conte, and Ken Lewis.

The pool committee will also meet and have
some sort of report by January 30.
New Business
Richard Korwin is requesting that all animal
waste is picked up and not thrown down the
sewer. Art Kaplan will get in touch with George
Benko to notify neighbors.
Una Hopkins reports George Benko is formulating a new technology committee. The current
members are Piko Lowenstein, Una Hopkins,
Didier Munoz and George Benko. They are
meeting in December and will report back to the
board by January.

Art Kaplan asks for a report on the scope of
the work and to get estimates by January 15.
Concessionaire has not met with Jay Miller
yet due to health concerns of a family member
of concessionaire. Thus, we do not have a commitment for next year. An email was sent to Jay
Miller asking if he would provide an update by
January 15 on concessionaire's availability.

Bayberry yoga night is Monday.
By-law committee is being reactivated with
Bud Harkavy.

Discussion of email received from a lawyer
regarding Bayberry house at 451 Pinebrook.
There was a harsh tone from the lawyer, and the
matter was referred to Cliff Greene for legal review. Owners of 451 Pinebrook are in arrears
for $15,000.00. Monroe Kaufman forwarded
letter to insurance company. Board recommended that Cliff should draft a response to the
letter, and Art will email the board for approval.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

March 16, 2011
The meeting was called to order and the minutes of the December 16, 2010 meeting were
accepted.

If this house is put back on the market, all
brokers will be informed that this house is a
Bayberry house.

The finance committee met and reviewed
the CPA's statement for last year and the budget
for this year. The final net income for Bayberry
operations was $17,859, all of which was trans-

Laurie Getlan and the social committee discussed some concerns regarding finances for
parties.

(Continued on page 9)
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sion was had about allowing them a full membership that includes bringing in guests for an additional fee. Discussion open to the floor included
discussion for pool dues plus association dues.
Dan Leiman suggested
black-out dates.
Jen
Syken suggested limited
membership. Jackie
Donohue suggested association membership
has to be included.
Wendy Benesh inquired
as to who gets any new fees, and Eleanor Rorer
suggested it go to the pool committee. Harriet
Abrahami says it was previously discussed.
Steve Conte suggested a little research into the
amount of outside community costs and impact
on residents. Bob Hopkins thought it unfair to
discuss this matter as it was not placed on the
agenda. This matter was tabled so it may be
placed on the next month’s agenda.

ferred to the replacement fund. There was
nothing extraordinary in the budget.
Pool

operations for 2010 showed a $2,417

profit.
SPG

operations for 2010 showed a $8,861

profit.
Tennis

operations for the year allowed for
$4,000 to be placed in the reserve fund.
(Annual report states $3,990).
Volleyball spent $228 more than they
took in last year.


George Benko suggested we accept checks
from people outside of Bayberry. Art Kaplan
does not want to accept money from nonresidents. George Benko says outside people
can pay money for advertising. Piko suggests
release of liability.
Discussion regarding
money for volleyball fund and visitors staying
and using association facilities.

Concession committee report: Mike O'Neil.
Final meeting to discuss replacing grill and oven.
Board is going to ask Mr. O'Neil to pay back
money for propane. Suggestions to O'Neil for
Friday night dinners, ie, discounts for reservations. Art Kaplan say O'Neill will not pay anything towards our expenses. Jay Miller to continue ongoing discussion and negotiations with
Mr. O'Neil for the 2011 concession.

The replacement fund for all operations is
$110,000. The tennis resurfacing fund is
$26,810; with the surplus of $3,990 in 2010,
there is a total of $30,800 in the tennis fund.
Motions to approve the association, pool,
and SPG budgets were made,
seconded,
and unanimously carried.
The board agreed to loan
$10,000 to the tennis committee for resurfacing a court.
The committee will repay the
$10,000. Motion was made,
seconded and unanimously carried.

Pool committee and electrical upgrade: The
electrical committee recommends upgrading our
service to 200 Amps from the present 150. The
plans were explored by the committee for the upgrade. One was to replace the present circuit
breaker panel in the basement with a 40 position
panel instead of the present 30 positions.

Preliminary discussion was had by the board
on a new form of pool membership to parents
or adult children who live nearby. Currently,
they sign in as guests, can use SPG, but are not
allowed to bring guests of their own. Discus-

The second plan was to remove the two
sub-panels feeding the kitchen panel and the
men's locker room panel from the basement panel
(Continued on page 10)
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and redirect them through a trough. The basement panel would be replaced with 30 positions.
Some people in the electrical business doubt that
the Building Department would approve plan two.
Art Kaplan suggests that we approve plan two,
but if the Building Department does not approve
the scope of work, we do plan one.

July 6, 2011
Motion to accept the minutes of the previous
meeting was made, seconded and accepted.
The nominating committee was formed;
Steve Conte will act as chair. Assisting him will
be Eleanor Rorer, Cathy Mason, Patty Cohen
and Bob Hopkins.

In addition, it was pointed out Con Ed worked
on lines from outside the building to the street,
found arcing and tightened and readjusted for
smooth transition into the building. This may explain what caused the main to trip last summer.

In addition, the pool, SPG,
tennis, and social committees
will each appoint someone
to serve on the nominating
committee.

There are three bids: $6,250 from A. Perfect
Goldman; $4,500 from C. Williams Electrical
Construction; $5,600 from Nick's Electrical Services. There was discussion regarding work that
has been performed by all three bidders and a
vote was called by the President. The result:
Goldman: 7. Nick's: 3. Art Kaplan says we will
send out a capital improvement ballot to the association membership to approve the expenditure.
Bob Hopkins suggests, as per his reading of the
by-laws, that a ballot is not needed. Art Kaplan
responds that two paragraphs in the by-laws are
conflicted on that issue, so he will send out the
ballot for community approval as has been done
in the past. Art will also place the need for clarification of the by-laws on the agenda for the next
meeting.

Art Kaplan brought up the fact that some
members came to the pool with outside food
while our concession was open. There was discussion on ways to stop this in the future.
Cathy Mason, pool party director, reported
that contracts were not getting filled out and
money was not turned in on a timely basis. She
will strive to enforce deadline for availability
and contract compliance.
Bayberry resident Ron Goldberg reported that
pool parties are very loud and families on Old
Country Road are not happy with the loud music
and length of parties. He is asking for a courtesy from party participants regarding the music
level and drinking. He further requests the noise
level change at 10:00 pm. Pool parties during
the week are to end at 11:30 pm. The pool director or assistant pool director is to be present
at every party. Art will speak to Hope Herzog.
Pool is running well, and it is clean. Food is
good. Applause all around.

April 20, 2011

SPG progress: Piko Lowenstein reports attendance of more than 40 children. Stephanie
Ginsberg inquires if there is an SPG manual, but

At a meeting to count ballots of the Capital
Improvement vote, 46 ballots were counted.
There were two votes of “No” and 44 votes of
“Yes.” Capital Improvement vote is passed.

(Continued on page 11)

10

December, 2011

Bayberry Board Meetings
and paid for. Idol party will be the first test of our
upgrades. All systems are set to go. Art will call
the electrician to be on stand-by.

(Continued from page 10)

Piko is unaware of one. There will be a return of
many special activities again this year, and Piko
acknowledged the good work of the new assistant director of SPG, Lisa Heller.

New business: Tree work to be considered for
the pool. Branches are too close.

Tennis: One court has a new surface, and
players ware enjoying the new addition. Contractors are coming back to smooth out the court.
Susan Zuckerman reports that you can play on
the new court immediately after a rain, and she
is pleased with the court's drainage. She also
notes the new court plays slightly differently and
raves about it. The old tennis court is inundated
with debris due to the trees. Perhaps some tree
work can be done. There are 32 to 34 members.

Meeting adjourned.

Social committee: Susan Zuckerman reported
the success of two private parties, and is looking
forward to the family party this Friday.
Pool committee: There are 119 members.
Pool committee members and volunteers have
put in a lot of effort.
Monroe Kaufman reminded the board to have
a certificate of insurance for all parties.

From the President

George Benko brought up an issue regarding
a pool party for his son, which highlighted the
need for an increased lifeguard to child ratio.

(Continued from page 1)

Piko Lowenstein advised that SPG will lose a
large number of older children in the upcoming
year. She proposes looking into an intensive
sports camp for the last week of SPG consisting
of lessons in swimming and tennis. Mitch Weisman put forward suggestions for tennis.
Piko spoke with Chris
for a proposal of lessons for swimming and
diving.

4 year old grand daughter attend SPG for 2
weeks while she lived with us. When our daughter attended 30 years and more ago, I was busy
working long hours and never saw SPG in action. Now I was able to spend time almost every
day watching the SPG. I was amazed at the variety and sheer number of activities for our kids. I
doubt any camp offers this many choices every
day. I also had a lot of fun watching the kids
with the visiting zoo. The swimming program
was also fantastic.

Old business: Electric
has been completed

Art Kaplan
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Bayberry Directory 2012 Update
It’s time to update your family’s information in the Bayberry Directory. This is a valuable
tool to keep your community up to date and we ask that you take a moment to complete
the below form and return it to George Benko, 37 Woodcut Lane. You can also email
George at george@instone.com. We hope to publish the new directory in early 2012.



If new resident, please check here:
Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:____________________ Other: _______________________ (cell or work)
Family Info:
Name:_____________________Age: ______e-Mail Address:______________________
Name:_____________________Age: ______e-Mail Address:______________________
Name:_____________________Age: ______e-Mail Address:______________________
Name:_____________________Age: ______e-Mail Address:______________________

If you are interested in advertising in the Bayberry Directory,
please call George Benko at 738-9321
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