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Bayberry Election News

From the President

A

W

n election of Officers and Directors for
the Bayberry Board of Directors will be
held at the Day Room at the Pool on
Tuesday, November 9, at 8:00 P.M. All Association members are invited to attend. A ballot is attached at the end of this Bulletin. Please tear it off
and follow the instructions. The following are the
nominees for officers:
President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Corresponding Secretary:
Recording Secretary:

ow, three years has come and
gone, and it's been an absolute
privilege to serve as your President. I'd like to finish the very same way I
started this role three years ago, by thanking all
of you for trusting me with this responsibility.
It's been an enriching experience and one that I
have truly enjoyed. Personally, I would like to
thank a few folks who have really given themselves to me and to the community and I would
be remiss if I do not mention them by name.
First, there’s Hope Herzog, my Vice
President. She and I worked in collaboration
and agreed on most issues that required our assistance in resolution. The other members of
the team also worked so hard on making the
business of Bayberry run smoothly and with
ease. Harriet Abrahami, I couldn’t have done
this job without your constant vigilance over

Art Kaplan
David Fidock
Harriet Abrahami
Piko Loewenstein
Deidre Randles

Five candidates will be elected for a three-year
term, and two will be elected as alternates. The
following are the nominees for Directors.
Wendy Benesh-Lewis
George Benko
Michelle Boyce
Laurie Getlan
Stephanie Ginsberg

Bob Hopkins
Carey Samuels-Hochberg
April Krassner
Mara Roberge
Eleanor Rorer

(Continued on page 12)
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The Bayberry Bylaws state:
―Any member whose dues are fully paid shall
have the right to vote at any meeting.‖
Please pay your October
Association dues or your vote
CANNOT BE COUNTED!!

Bayberry Bulletin Staff
Carol Freidman, Editor
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Meet the Candidates
closeness of our community. My two older children
Jeremy and Emilie have
grown up here from an
early age, and now our little
ones Felix and Talia are enjoying our beautiful, safe and friendly environment. My family, with my wonderful wife
Anne-Catrin, lives at 61 Stony Run. I was Recording Secretary and then a board member for
6 years, and I organize the painting of the playground and pool entrance in preparation for
SPG. As Vice President, I will work hard with
the other board members and directors to keep
our community vibrant, functional, safe and
fun.

Those elected will join the following directors to
comprise the entire Board of Directors.
One year remaining:
Steven Conte
Alan Roth
Jennifer Syken
Mitch Weisman
Susan Zuckerman
Two years remaining:
Jacquie Brecher
Jacqueline Donohue
Dan Leiman
Ilan Moallem
Didier Munoz
Officers of the Board

Harriet Abrahami - Treasurer
I have cornered the Bayberry market for Treasurer. No one seems to like figures as much as I
do (except some males eyeing females at the
pool.) I also like arguing with suppliers and
contractors about their overcharges, especially
to help save Bayberry money. I have been involved in Bayberry's politics since the 1970s,
and it has been alternately fun and frustrating,
but always rewarding. My objective is to keep
our pool complex safe and up to date. Best of
all, it's great to get to know all the generations
who live and grow up here.

Each candidate for the Bayberry Board of
Directors was asked by The Bayberry Bulletin to
write a brief autobiography. We hope this will aid
you in casting your vote in the upcoming election.
President - Art Kaplan
It has been ten years since I was first elected
President to the Bayberry Board. I look forward
to once again working with the community in this
role. Previous Service: President 3 years, Treasurer 3 Years, Chairman of Arrears Committee 10
years, Member of Finance Committee 10 years,
Member of Board of Directors many many years,
Pool Committee Co-Chair many years, Member
of Bayberry 2000 Planning Committee

Recording Secretary
My name is Deirdre
Michael Genkin, and
January, 2010, along

Vice President - David Fidock
I've been a Bayberry resident now
for nearly 11 years, and from the
beginning have always deeply appreciated the unique warmth and

- Deidre Randles
Randles. My husband,
I moved to Bayberry in
with our children Piper
(Continued on page 3)
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and Miles, who attended their first summer at
SPG. My prior experience has been as a secretary
and past president of a home owner's association. I am also a court reporter in the Bronx and
pretty good at taking minutes.

years ago I helped install our beach volleyball
court that many neighbors and SPG enjoyed all
summer long and beyond. I hope to do even
more in the coming years.
Michelle Sanchez - Boyce
My name is Michelle Sanchez - Boyce or more
commonly known at the pool as Ferro's mom.
My Husband, Nelson and I have lived in Bayberry for 4 years. I currently sit on the Board of
Directors for the Boys & Girls Club of New
Rochelle and I'm also a member of the New Rochelle Arts Council. I truly enjoy living in
Bayberry and plan on being here for a very long
time. Because of the love I have for this community, I would like to take a more prominent
role in helping to continue to make Bayberry
the great community that it is.

Corresponding Secretary Piko Loewenstein
My husband, David, and I moved to Bayberry in
2007 with our son, Alexander, who is now 5½.
We added a beautiful girl, Kiera (a.k.a. Boo) to
our family in 2008. Both children have enjoyed
great summers at the Bayberry SPG. I served as
Corresponding Secretary in 2010 and will cochair the SPG in 2011. We have a wonderful
community and I’m glad to help support it.

Members of the Board
The five candidates who receive the most votes
will serve three-year terms on the board. The sixth
and seventh place finishers will serve as
alternates.

Laurie Getlan
I've been very happy living here for 25 years.
Our neighborhood has tremendous community
spirit. I love being Chairperson of the Social
Committee. For over 10 years I've been able to
organize lots of themed events for our
Bayberry residents. For 2010: The Spring
Fling, Celebration Disney!, Las Vegas Night
and the upcoming Halloween Party. I welcome
anyone who would like to join our committee.

George Benko
My wife and I moved into Bayberry in 2001. We
have been blessed with 2 sons, David and Sean. I
have been involved with this great community ever
since. In 2002 I established the bayberryhome.org
website and the e-communication system we still
use today. This year I added the mobile version of
our website, including the lifeguard time management system at Bayberryhome.org/mobile. Now
you can be in touch at all times with your mobile
phone. It has been my goal to provide help and assistance to the Board in any way I can. A couple of

(Continued on page 5)
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Bayberry Volleyball
and Nick Dallaris.
Although it is a disappointing loss, the team enjoyed the season and the players are looking forward to applying their experience in next summer's league. In the meanwhile, the team and other
players from Bayberry will continue to enjoy the
less competitive games played three times a week
during the summer and the fall, on the sand volleyball court near the Bayberry pool. Once the
weather changes, indoor play will continue at the
New Rochelle Racquet Club. If you would like to
join the fun, exercise and camaraderie, contact
George at george@instone.com.

ongratulations to the Bayberry Volleyball Team for coming home with a trophy for second place at the Rye Beach
Volleyball Tournament played this August! The
team made it to the finals and lost by 2 points in
an exciting, nerve-wracking tiebreaker. The team
would like to thank the many fans and neighbors
who came to cheer and support them in this, their
first season in the summer tournament.
Bayberry Team consisted of the following
players: Anne Sas, Benedicte Fidock, Debbie
Savigny, Diane Benko, Didier Munoz, Joe Blejec,
George Benko, Marco Parente, Mitch Fleiss,
Mitch Weisman and Sandra Koff.
Guest appearances: Christopher Griffith, Cliff
Greene, David Greenberg, Michael Brownstein

Team Website
http://bayberryvolleyball.shutterfly.com/
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community to them 20+ years ago!). I often tell
people that if I had to do it all over again, I
would have chosen Bayberry as the first place I
would have lived. My 2 daughters, Sabrina and
Jessica spent some of high school here and have
been happy members of the pool for the last 6
years. Some of you know me and
are currently coming to a community yoga class that I have
been teaching for the last
several years. I would love
to be a member of the board
so I could contribute in a deeper and more meaningful way.

Stephanie Ginsberg
This Spring will be my
20th year living in Bayberry, during which time I
married my college sweetheart, had two amazing children and adopted my
amazing dog. This neighborhood is very dear to
me. I love my kids feel safe here, can ride their
bikes around or walk over to a friend's house - just
like when I was a kid. As a family, we enjoy all
the amenities that our neighborhood association
offers — SPG, Pool, Tennis, Volleyball, & parties. I know that there is no other place in Westchester that I would rather live, and I have always
volunteered and worked on the many Bayberry
committees. I co-chaired SPG for four years, was
Recording Secretary for two years, and served as a
board member. In addition, I have served on the
Finance Committee, Pool Committee, Concession
Committee, Nominating Committee and Social
Committee. I volunteered to help renovate the
locker rooms, playground and now the pool concession. I guess I just like being involved. When
I'm not doing volunteer
work, I am working as a
local real estate broker and
taxi driver for my two
children.

Bob Hopkins
I've lived in Bayberry with my wife, Una and
our kids, Connor and Caitlyn since 1997.
Throughout our years here, we have been actively involved in the community and love being
part of such a unique environment. I have managed the Bayberry Bulletin (1998) and Bayberry
Directory (1999). I have served as Recording
Secretary (1998/1999) and Vice President
(2000/2001), and I have worked on SPG, Halloween Haunted House and other fun community events. After 9/11, my job required me to
travel to the west coast and back every week.
After nearly 8 years of doing so, I am
finally back home to stay. I am
looking forward to getting back involved with
the community as my wife
takes a short respite to com-

Carey Samuels-Hochberg My name is Carey
Samuels-Hochberg and I am thrilled to be your
neighbor and a part of this wonderful community. I moved here about 6 years ago on the recommendation of my great friends Susan and
Alan Zuckerman (actually, I recommended the

(Continued on page 6)
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everyone. I would like to continue to support the
association in any way I can, and therefore I'm
running to be on the board or another term.

plete her doctoral degree. She's
given a great deal to this community and has inspired me to
get back involved.

Mara Roberge
My name is Mara Roberge and I am running to
be a Board Member for Bayberry Association. I
have lived in Bayberry for almost seven years
and have found it is truly like no other
neighborhood! For three years I had the pleasure of overseeing our Summer SPG program as
Committee Chairperson. Upon completing my
SPG responsibilities, I served as a Bayberry
Board Member for one year. We have a special
community built on trust, family values and a
unique caring for one's neighbors. We feel so
fortunate to have the opportunity to raise our
two girls (Hayden & Ellie) here and hope that
Bayberry will continue to grow and
flourish in the years to come. Please
vote me in as a Board Member so I
may continue to serve Bayberry in
the years ahead!

April Krassner
My family moved into Bayberry about 56 years
ago, a few weeks after I was born, and there has
been a Krassner living at 88 Highridge Road ever
since. My mother lived here until her death in
2002, and my brother lived here until 2006. When
he went back to Brazil with his family, I came
back to Bayberry. I guess I couldn't stand to see
the "For Sale" sign on the lawn—that and the fact
that Bayberry is a wonderful community. It is especially wonderful for my daughter Deisy, who
now roams the neighborhood much as I did as a
child. Yes, I went to SPG (Bayberry Camp as it
was known then), and I distinctly remember teaming up with friends to march in the Halloween Parade. Now that I have fully reacclimated to living
here, I think it is time for me to give back. There
is no better way I can think of than to become a
board member of the association.

Eleanor Rorer
We moved to Bayberry from Manhattan 28
years ago when our daughter, Kate, was a baby.
I served on SPG when she was young and later
also served two separate terms on the Board. I
was a member of the Welcoming Committee
and the Pool Committee. Now at home full-time
after a long career in public relations, I am prepared to serve our community again if elected to another term on the Board.

Wendy Benesh-Lewis
I've been living in Bayberry for 8 years with my
husband and 4 children. I have served on the
board for a complete term, and was the
Concession Chair for 4 years. This community is
unique because of the people that devote
themselves to making it a better place for
6
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Bayberry Board Meetings
April 22, 2010

tive with members.
As of now, Chris is the only WSI. The Committee is working on getting another person with
WSI certification. Stephanie Ginsberg will continue to handle the game room.
The Committee has recommended we turn
the old guard shack back into a life guard office
and use the shed for storage.
Although Steve Conte was unable to attend
the meeting, Una Hopkins spoke on his behalf in
which he expressed his opposition to the switch .
A motion was made, seconded and approved to
make the guard shack switch.

A report was given by the Finance Committee. Since the replacement fund is less than we
would like, the Financial Committee has made
the decision to do only what is absolutely necessary to sustain the facility.
The Pool Committee also
gave a report. They were questioned about why $42,000 was
spent on salaries last summer
and what we are doing about it.
The Committee reported that we did we have too
many lifeguards on duty, but that there was also a
record keeping issue, and it was Chris’s first
year. Hope Herzog said she is working on it and
that she is going to closely monitor and analyze
the record keeping this year. A concern was
raised that safety not be sacrificed to save money.
Hope assured the members at the meeting that the
Committee is not interested in sacrificing safety
but will monitor the records and staff so we are
not over staffed. In addition, it was reported that
we have been lax regarding some of the safety
issues in the past, but there will be tighter restrictions and better implementation of the safety
rules this upcoming summer. One effort will be
to improve the deep water tests.
The awnings are done. The water
heater is on and Chris is on board.
Pool packages will go out in
about in 10 days. Five new life
guards have been hired.
It was suggested that eating
around the pool by lifeguards should not be permitted. Hope said that is one of rules that will be
enforced. In addition, Hope said the Committee
will request that the lifeguards be more interac-

CONCESSION REPORT
History about the prior multiple concessionaires over the years was provided by Una Hopkins as a
member of the Committee to
enlighten the new members
and attendees of the meeting.
Una reported that the Committee is having discussions
with three concessionaires:
1. A1, which understands the needs of SPG and
the community.
2. Myan, a relative of an Association member, who is high end, more upscale than we need ,
and a bit out of our price range.
3. Scarsdale Pool concessionaire who does
nothing but pools. Previously he was a a teacher
and a county police officer who trained dogs for
the bomb squad. While serving in these positions, he always has been in the pool concession
business. We had reached out to him years ago
but he was overextended at that time so he declined. He did work here 18 years ago so he is
(Continued on page 8)
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The new late nights at the Pool will be Thursday
until 9 pm and Friday until 10pm. The Committee reported that the final inspection will occur
once the water is in the pool because part of the
inspection will require the reflection off the water. Cost of the lights came in just under budget
at $55,000 for the pool bottom and lights.

(Continued from page 7)

quite familiar with the needs of the pool, community and SPG. He also runs a Mr. Softee truck.
He is almost on board with us but is trying to
work out a staffing issue.
One of the ways we can improve things for the concession would be to
charge an additional
guaranteed $100 minimum to families and
$50 to couples along with the pool dues.
The Welcome Committee was pleased to report that about eight new families moved in this
past winter, and all seemed appreciative of the
efforts of the committee..
Art Kaplan of the Arrears Committee reported we have taken in over $13,000. There is a
potential problem at 451 Pinebrook. The owners
are saying that their property is not part of the
Association since their papers do not mention
Bayberry and there is no promise that there are
facilities to be utilized. The broker is supporting
the owner’s position.
The Social Committee reported that it was a
great pleasure to have so many new members attend a most wonderful Spring Fling. There were
65 people in attendance.
We will have two summer parties and a Halloween party. The dates are 7/9 for the family
party to be called ―Celebration Disney‖ with
wonderful entertainment; and 8/14 for the adult
party to be a ―Las Vegas‖
night. SPG said they will
include it on their calendar.
Cathy Mason is handling the party calendar.
The Committee explained
why we had to do lights.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
A survey went out to poll Bayberry residents
about a soft surface for our tennis courts. Monroe Kaufman presented a request to the Board for
the replacement with a soft surface for one of
our tennis courts. He began by stating that each
year this proposition is presented, it is denied due
to other priorities. He stated that he would like it
to be a priority this year and that money is reserved for this improvement. He says that we
should convert one of our courts to a soft surface.
His reasons are: a hard surface is
rougher on
your knees, the soft court will
keep our facility more attractive, most newer associations
have tennis courts with soft
surfaces and we are behind the
times. He said that there are
many different types but
the synthetic one that he’s looked at is installed
over a hard surface. It is a synthetic grass surface
that has sand under it. Since court 2 has water
problems, this grass surface would be perfect as it
would also help alleviate the water problem.
Monroe revealed the survey results - 32 in
favor and 19 against. The tennis membership is
in favor. The last time he researched the new
surface, the cost was approximately $25,000.
The Tennis Committee has $26,000. A concern
was raised that we don’t know the cost of maintain to this type of court. There was discussion
(Continued on page 9)

8

October, 2010

Bayberry Board Meetings
(Continued from page 8)

steps, and they didn’t think we needed a safety vac
release.
(2) Blue Haven pool would use a quartz content rather than marcite. They would chip away at
the steps and repair them
and would do the resurfacing for $4,300.
(3) Grupa’s estimate
was $5,800 but they said
that the steps should be
totally destroyed and rebuilt. They also noticed a problem with the drain
and that it may not be up to code whereas Biscaney said there was no issue with the drain.
They said it needed a safety vac release.
A suggestion was made that Jennifer find out
what it would cost for Biscayne to use quartz.
A motion was made, seconded and approved
to have Jennifer inquire of Biscaney of the cost
for quartz resurfacing and then use her best judgment with a cap of $5,000 and to obtain a guarantee and certificate of insurance.
As there were no questions about the Board
budget, it was approved.
Review of the financial statements was deferred to the next meeting.
The next meeting was scheduled for 5/20 at
7:30 in the day room.

about whether the board had previously voted
for the Association to help fund this improvement, but Art Kaplan said there was never a
vote, merely a discussion. That issue was deferred for a future meeting.
It was suggested that Monroe once again
get three estimates as is required by the bylaws
and present them to the Board. Monroe was
displeased with this and requested that he be
given a cap to proceed as has been done with
other improvements. He mentioned that there
was no way that this improvement would be
able to be accomplished for this year and
wanted it for next summer.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to submit three estimates and put a cap.
Ejector pump: We need a new ejector pump. It
is an absolute necessity to the functioning of our
water facilities. After researching this issue,
Harriet Abrahami found that the cost is $2,955.
Ken Lewis suggested we ascertain the length of
the guarantee, and Monroe Kaufman suggested
we get a certificate of insurance.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to give Harriet authorization to proceed,
get at least a two-year guarantee and get a certificate of insurance.

June 22, 2010
The discussion about a tennis court soft surface
was started by Monroe Kaufman and Mitch Weisman. A soft surface court has been on the agenda
for five years. A sample of the soft surface to be
installed was passed around. The maintenance
would be approximately $500 a year. The contractor guarantees the surface for seven years with a
maintenance contract.
Pros: Soft surface is better for aging joints; tennis
is an asset to our neighborhood and adds value to

Baby pool: Jennifer Syken presented three
estimates to resurface the baby pool, which is in
grave need of repair. The estimates ranged between $3,600 to $5,000. The last time it was
resurfaced was about 9 year ago.
(1) Biscaney, our present pool supplier, offered to do it for $3,600 and could do it the second week of May. It should last between 9 and
12 years. Biscaney said they could patch the

(Continued on page 10)
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Second Fryer
1,284
Heat lamp
263
Motion to approve expenditures made and approved unanimously.
Pool Committee Report: Assistant director Steve
Dubois hired. He comes from Aqua Tots and
will work with Chris Griffith for coverage.
New Business:
Pool Deck repairs: There was a brief discussion
about the repairs under the concession stand and
some other areas on the pool deck. To date,
$2500 work has been completed.
Capital improvements for next year need to include a concession remodeling. We have an aging facility that needs some work.
Basketball court access: lengthy discussion on
access and how to manage the courts during pool
hours. This issue comes up each spring when the
pool opens for the hours in the afternoon. No
decision was made. Will readdress at next meeting if it is a continuing issue.
George Benko brought up idea of donated TV to
the old guard shack. This idea is to be addressed
at the next meeting
Bocce board also brought up as an area of improvement. This will be addressed at the next
meeting
Volleyball needs sand and the current players are
willing to pay for the replenishment that will cost
$1500. Motion to approve George to coordinate
this sand replenishment but not to order sand until the money is received by treasurer.
Meeting adjourned at 10:05 pm.

(Continued from page 9)

our homes; the soft court will dry faster; it’s as durable as the current court.
Cons: Cost of installation; more money for sand
maintenance; courts are unsupervised and at risk
for vandalism.
There are not many vendors that provide soft surface courts. Putnam Service would charge $27,240
plus $500 for annual maintenance. Rissolo would
charge $26,240 plus $1000 for annual maintenance. Estimates received five and three years ago
were $23,500 and $25,000 respectively.
Attempts for a cost reduction have not been successful. Current cost inclusive of readying the current court is between $28,000. – 29,000.
Installation can be completed in 3 rain free days.
Proposal made for the association to do a 50/50
split on the cost.
Implications: Increase in the number of tennis
players. Tennis committee is willing to discuss an
open membership for a definite amount of time to
prospective new members. This upgrade will benefit all homeowners in our home values.
Final motion: Association will lend Tennis
$10,000 of the approximate $30,000 after a review
by the Finance Committee. Motion approved with
10 yes and 1 nay. The Finance Committee can
meet, vote and advise the Board. If approved , this
will be sent to community for voting, potentially
by 7/20/10.
SPG: There are 42 children enrolled. We are
ready for the season and are fully staffed. We will
work with concession regarding lunches.
Upcoming capital expenditures were discussed.
Concession Expenses:
Soft serve Ice cream set up costs:
Electrical 30 amp circuit
$766
Water fresh and waste line
$488
Fryer repair
420
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I

magine you’re driving along Pinebrook
Boulevard and suddenly you see your
neighbor’s dog walking along the side of
the road. Or how about you’re on a very important interview and the discussion turns to
neighborhoods. With pride in your voice, you
talk about Bayberry—our magical little enclave
in New Rochelle. And then the interviewer asks,
―Does so-and-so still live there??‖ If only you
had your dog-eared, coffee stained copy of the
Bayberry Directory, you would be able to look
up the information. You could save the dog’s
life and get a fabulous new job, all in one day!!
OK. Maybe you can’t envision yourself in either
of these situations, but I’m sure there have been
times when you wish you had that Bayberry Directory with you. Now you can. Welcome to
Bayberry Mobile. Just point the browser on your
web-enabled phone to www.bayberryhome.org/
mobile. After signing in, you can look up
neighbors and other important phone numbers in
the Directory, follow events at SPG or read about
the progress of our volleyball team.
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From the President
the finances. As far as Recording Secretary,
Simone you were wonderful in your documentation of Bayberry business, always ready with
the laptop and timely submission of the minutes. Our Corresponding Secretaries have also
been terrific: Gloria Redlener, Piko Lowenstein and Anne Dorf. Special thanks to my super executive committee that helped direct so
many of the Bayberry projects to completion:
Jay Miller and Alan Roth. Thank you both for
always being there to keep things in balance.
We have a wonderful Welcome Committee— Eleanor Rorer and Jill Siegel, you
have done a tremendous job of bringing the
essence of Bayberry to our new neighbors.
Thanks to Wendy Benesh, Jay Miller and Alan
Roth for always stepping up to our Concession
challenges and the endless hours you have expended making sure we were fed; thanks to
Katrina Geraci, Jackie Brecher and Mara Roberge for
running SPG with such great
enthusiasm over the years
and keeping the programs in
the black while always coming up with new, innovative
ideas.
Two more special people in our community who deserve thanks are Alan and Susan
Zuckerman for always stepping up to any occasion and always lending a helpful hand. Art
Kaplan, I thank you for keeping a watchful eye
on the Bayberry real estate and keeping tabs on
arrears. And of course there’s Laurie Getlan,
Simone Blejec, Patty Cohen and
Susan Zuckerman—you work so
hard to help keep Bayberry SOCIALIZED with your parties and

events.
I would be remiss if I did not mention
the real behind the scenes person who has a
huge hand in keeping Bayberry running—Linda
Newman. Thanks Linda for YEARS of SERVICE; you have out lasted many of our presidents.
Lastly, thank you to my family - Bob,
Connor and Caitlyn - you all were troopers putting up with endless meeting, phone calls and
interruptions to our day - but you did so with
style - thanks guys.
So what did we accomplish in three
years? We got the parking lot
repaved; We created a brand
new volleyball court, We finally
got our pool bottom resurfaced; Nighttime lighting
upgrade was approved and installed; the baby
pool was resurfaced; and we most recently got
approval for a soft tennis court. I had hoped to
have the electrical upgrades to our facility
completed before leaving office, but I will have
to pass that job on to our next president. Every
President wants to leave behind something by
which to be remembered, and since we don’t
do presidential libraries, I hope to be remembered as a leader in this vibrant community
who facilitated communication and worked
hard for the continuing success of our Bayberry.
I am going to take a year away from
Bayberry politics to write my book—oh, I
mean my dissertation—and return to community service in the future as
Dr. Una Hopkins.

