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Bayberry Election News

A

n election of Officers and Directors for
the Bayberry Board of Directors will be
held at the Day Room at the Pool on
Tuesday, December 18 at 8:00 P.M. All Association members are invited to attend. The following
are the nominees for officers:
President:
Una Hopkins
Vice-president:
Hope Herzog
Treasurer:
Harriet Abrahami
Corresponding Secretary: Gloria Redlener
Recording Secretary:
Simone Blejac

Those elected will join the following
Directors to comprise the entire Board of
Directors:
One year remaining:
1. Steve Conte
2. Hope Herzog
3. Alan Roth
4. David Wade
5. Susan Zuckerman
Two years remaining:
1. George Benko
2. Jacqueline Donahue
3. David Fidock
4. Art Kaplan
5. Wendy Benesh-Lewis

Five candidates will be elected for a three-year
term. One will be elected for a one-year term, and
two will be elected as alternates. The following
are the nominees for Directors:

Meet the Candidates on page 2

Mitch Fleiss
Laurie Getlan
Cliff Greene
Jay Miller
Gary Polsky

Mara Roberge
Eleanor Rorer
Jill Siegel
Jen Syken
Mitch Weisman

Contents ...

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT
The Bayberry Bylaws state:
“Any member whose dues are fully paid shall
have the right to vote at any meeting.”
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Please pay your October
Association dues, or your vote
CANNOT BE COUNTED !!
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Meet the Candidates
up, leave and wait for real estate to become available to move back in to be near their families.
This is a wonderful community for family, and I
want to be a part of its leadership. I look forward
to continuing the spirit and unity felt here in this
community.

Officers of the Board
President: Una Hopkins
My name is Una Hopkins. I
have lived in Bayberry for 11
years with my husband Bob
and my two children: Connor,
13; and Caitlyn, 10 I am an Oncology Nurse Practitioner and a
Doctoral Candidate at the University of Arizona.
I currently work in the Albert Einstein Cancer
Center with a specialty in caring for patients with
Breast, Lymphoma, and Head and Neck Cancers.
During my time here in Bayberry I have been an
active member of the community. It has been my
privilege and pleasure to serve as Vice-President
with Cliff Greene over the last two years. I have
served on the following committees: pool, SPG,
Concession and social. I served as recording secretary for one year until I gave up my office so
that my husband Bob could serve as Vice President. I have co chaired the SPG committee for 3
years: one with Norma Rios and two with
Stephanie Ginsberg. I am probably best known
for “The BOOBERRY BASH and Haunted
House,” which my husband and I managed to
elicit community spirit and power drills to set up
in the past. My children have enjoyed growing up
in this community and participating in its programs such as SPG and the social committee.
Bayberry is a unique community with many different and hidden talents in its members. There is
a spirit here like nowhere else. This community
comes together with young and old to debate issues and accomplish great things for the association and the community. I’m not sure it would be
easy to find a place in this world where kids grow

Vice-president: Hope Herzog
I have been living in Bayberry for over 19 years
(hard to believe). During those years I have been
involved in many aspects of Bayberry life. When
my daughter Stephanie was 2½ years old, I was
cajoled into the chairmanship of SPG. Over a
period of six years, I was either one of the chairpersons of SPG or directly involved with helping
to run it. In addition, for four years I planned the
winter party, and I was a member of the Board of
Directors. Then I took a break! Now that one kid
is in college and the other in high school, I decided it was time to get involved once
again.
Treasurer: Harriett Abrahami
When I was Bayberry's treasurer 7 years ago, I computerized the record keeping so that reports could be
given at regular intervals to all committees, and
our next treasurer, Jen Syken, was able to utilize
that system. Since I have been off that job, I
helped with the pool as co-chairman. Now I realize that I enjoyed spending Other People's
Money, so I agreed to be treasurer again. Our bookkeeper can
attest to the fact that I have
saved Bayberry money by arguing with suppliers about the
(Continued on page 3)
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Meet The Candidates
(Continued from page 2)

help keep Bayberry the lovely, fun and social
community that it is. I shall support the community’s interests in a practical, reasonable and efficient manner. Accordingly, I would appreciate
your consideration when you vote for recording
secretary at the upcoming election.

charges they bill to Bayberry or discovering errors in invoices. I will see to it that your money
is spent carefully.
Corresponding Secretary: Gloria Redlener
I have lived in Bayberry since 1989, when the
dinosaurs roamed the Earth. I am married to
Eric, and we have two children, Sasha and Jake.
I have been the School Nurse at the Solomon
Schechter School of Westchester for the past 17
years, and I served on the Bayberry Board as well
as SPG co-chair and gardening committee. I
have been on call for many Bayberrians over the
years for bruises, sprains and
assorted ailments. I am pleased
to serve again, this time as the
corresponding secretary.

Members of the Board
The five candidates who receive the most votes
will serve three-year terms on the Board. The
sixth place will fill in for one year to replace
Hope Herzog, and the seventh and eighth place
finishers will serve as alternates.

Recording Secretary: Simone Blejac
I have lived in Bayberry for 10 years. I am going
into my 5th or 6th year as a member of the pool
committee (I have lost count). I attend its meetings and have taken the minutes thereof.
I
worked with other members of the committee in
selecting the shed, and most recently, in shopping
for and selecting the umbrellas and awnings – all
of which have added to the beauty of our
pool. This year will be my 4th year organizing
and shopping for the Halloween party with Laurie Getlan, which has become a segment of the
social committee. I am going into my 3rd year
as a member of the social committee and help put
together the summer social functions. I have
purchased items and advanced funds for these
committees. I do what is needed to get the job
done. I would like to continue to do my part to

Mitch Fleiss
Living on the "outskirts" of Bayberry, my wife
Karen and I get to take the long drive or walk to
the pool during the summer, giving us the advantage of truly taking in what a wonderful community we are. For too many years I did not get to
appreciate what it is that we all have over most of
our fellow suburbanites. Most of my weekends
and nights were spent working at my sports bar
and restaurant in Hoboken, NJ. Now that I have
more of a normal lifestyle, I am keenly aware of
the joys both of our children Noah and Brittany
have been experiencing since their days as
youngsters in the Bayberry SPG. I just completed
one year as secretary, and I would appreciate the
opportunity to continue serving on the Bayberry
Board of Directors.
(Continued on page 10)
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Bayberry Board Meetings
Minutes of Meeting on
January 23, 2007
Meeting called to order by Cliff Greene. The note
taker was Una Hopkins.
ATTENDEES: Cliff Greene, Jen Syken, Una Hopkins, David Fiddock, Mara Roberge, Steve Conte,
Jill Siegel, Wendy Benesh, Monroe Kaufman, Harriet Abrahami, Art Kaplan, Mitchell Fleiss, Jacqueline Armiento and George Benko

Minutes of Meeting on
March 20, 2007
Meeting was called to order by Cliff Green. The
note taker was Patty Cohn.

Regarding the fire, there are no updates; regarding
the Kroleski suit, there are no updates. Monroe believes the fire matter should be concluded within 10
days.

ATTENDEES Cliff Greene, Una Hopkins, Steve
Conte, Jill Siegel, Wendy Benesh, Monroe Kaufman, Harriet Abrahami, Mitchell Fleiss, George
Benko, David Wade, Craig Bier, and Patty Cohn

Regarding the concession, the concession committee
reported that Nelson will be returning for the summer of 2007. Discussions were had about improvement of services.

There are no updates regarding the fire, and we are
waiting for information. Todd and Nicole will return to supervise the pool again this year. We have
discussed resurfacing of the pool. It was decided
that after summer, we will get a quote. We will
have a meeting regarding the umbrellas and tables.

There was a presentation of the SPG budget. Dues
will be increased. Reasons for increase discussed.
Vote to approve budget with understanding that
budget should be carefully monitored. The Association budget was discussed. A vote for approval
noted with agreement to review the taxes. The pool
budget was discussed and approved. The social
committee budget was discussed and approved. The
tennis budget was discussed and approved.

WELCOME COMMITTEE
We need directories and brochures. We propose
including bylaws and email addresses in the directory. We should send a form to residents to be included in email directory. Budget for a “welcome
basket” tabled.

Monroe proposed resurfacing of
tennis courts. Discussion to continue at another date. Fencing
around the basketball court and
new volleyball area was discussed. Volleyball area is a
safety issue, as there is a 20 foot
drop in area newly seeded. Quote
presented to complete the entire job of $8600 was
presented. Spirited discussion about the restrictions
this will place on the neighborhood kids playing basketball. Vote completed: 1 abstain, 1 no and majority in favor to bring it to association for vote.

POOL COMMITEE
Motion to allow outside parties to have events at
Bayberry pool was denied.
SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Spring Fling will be on March 24. Reservations are
still available. June 22 will be the Pirates of the
Caribbean Family Party; In July there will be a
non- themed party; Aug 4th or 11th will be an adult
party with a possible game show theme. Laurie
Getlan and Marilyn Shearer will create a calendar.
(Continued on page 6)

Meeting concluded 10:05 pm.
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Bayberry Board Meetings
(Continued from page 5)

GUARD SHACK COMMITTEE
What to do with the “old” guard shack? Discussion
was tabled. We need ideas at next meeting.

Welcome to the Neighborhood
Piko and David Lowenstein
Alexander
80 Highridge Lane
pikony@hotmail.com

355-4984

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
The motion to resurface the tennis court was a
50/50 split. CONCLUSIONS: 7 – NO; 9 – YES.
We will bring this to the Association for a vote.
The combined membership of pool and tennis is
tabled as well.

Kathy and Joseph Tamagna
813-8572
45 Old Country lane
cell 722-0499
Katherine.tamagna@sothebysrealty.com

Fence around volleyball and basketball courts. Cost approx.
$8600. This is to be brought to
the Association for vote.

Debora and Daniel McCarthy
507 Pinebrook Blvd.

Congratulations

Resurfacing of the parking lot.
Motion to complete all vs. partial,
seconded. This is to be brought
to the Association for vote.

Anne-Catrin and David Fidock on the birth of a
son, Felix

Our Condolences
To Lynn and Brian Jablowsky on the death of
Albert
To the Rothenbergs on the death of Anita Kadar,
mother of Anita
To the Weismans on the death of Harry Sardell,
father of Sue
To the Zuckermans on the death of Irving Zuckerman, father of Alan
Longtime Bayberry resident and
father of Judy Visoky, Burt Isdaner, died December 3, 2007.

The Bayberry pool advertised to new homeowners in 1953.
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Pool 2007

“O

Jackson look-alike, who confounded the audience
who thought he was the real thing. But the other
surprise was our own Patty Cohn, who was loudly
applauded for her Karaoke performance as
Madonna. And the Italian night dinner party was
fun and filling with delicious Italian specialties.

h, how beautiful,” I exclaimed when Cliff Greene
finished installing our new
umbrellas. And all season long. I kept admiring
our new look and thought how the whole pool
scene was uplifted by the new color. Thanks so
much to Andrew Levine who researched and purchased not only the umbrellas, but new lounges
and chairs and tables. We also bought and installed our pool tables last year, as well as furnished the game room. The decorators that helped
him with the umbrellas were Laurie Getlan and
Simone Blejac, and Wendy Benesh bought the
table covers.

Wendy Benesh and her concession committee, Patty Cohn and
Una Hopkins, repeated their superlative performance working
with Nelson and his staff Wendy
also worked with contractors to
keep our kitchen appliances clean
and in good operating order. Nelson announced at
the end of the summer that he cannot return for
2008, but the committee has already secured a
new concessionaire who they are excited about
and from whom they expect a delicious menu.

A lot of improvements were
done that aren’t so readily seen.
Our indefatigable president and
pool co-chair Cliff Greene was
all over the place -- overseeing
the installation of the new fences around the basketball and volleyball fields, attending to repairs
to the pool lining and deck caulking, and being
Johnny-on-the-spot when we needed an emergency chlorinator. He also was in daily contact
with the staff reviewing, instructing, cajoling and
demanding excellent performance. As always,
Steve Conte was behind the scenes giving his
valuable knowledge.

Thanks also to Debbie Kaplan and Eleanor
Rorer for preparing and screening the pool applications to assure that all those eligible to belong
to the pool have their cards and photos on file at
the front gate.
We are so lucky to have all these talented people living in Bayberry and helping to make our
community so special. Join the pool committee -we are sure you have something special you can
contribute!

Laurie Getlan, our resident party planner, and
her committee, Sue Zuckerman, Simone Blejac,
Patty Cohn and Denise Munoz, again gave us a
fantastic party, Pirates of the Caribbean. Laurie’s
imaginative decor set the tone for our young
swashbucklers who are still looking for buried
treasure. For the adults, the “I Love the 80’s”
night brought us the surprise entertainer, Michael

Harriet Abrahami
Co-Chair
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SPG 2007

W

e are so pleased to have been
part of another wonderful summer for the kids who attended
Bayberry’s Supervised Play Group this year. In
addition to our many returning SPGers, we had
many new youngsters joining us, bringing us to a
total of 60 children for the summer.
The exciting activities the kids enjoyed included some old favorites as well as some new
ones. Among their weekly activities were soccer,
drama, music, basketball, art, newcomb, karate,
gymnastics, yoga, dance, tennis, mad science, nature and basketball. Our special events included an
Unbirthday Party, the Bubble Show, the Exotic Pet
Show, the Car Wash, Safety Skits written and performed by the kids with their counselors, and our
always much anticipated SPG show and sleepover.
A new addition this summer was our digital
camera, and the staff took an unprecedented number of pictures. On the last day, everyone enjoyed
a continuous slide show as they signed one another’s keepsake autograph pillowcases.
We tried to enrich the feeling of community
across the SPG age groups by creating Theme
Weeks and ending each week
with an activity that brought
all the groups together. The
themes included Welcome
Back Week, Holiday Week,
SPG Spirit Weeks, Animals,
Safety, Show Business and
Vacation. All our SPGers
participated in writing the
first SPG song which we
hope will be a keeper and
perhaps become part of SPG tradition.
In raising additional funds this summer, we
surpassed our target goal in the 50:50 Lottery and
Car Wash. We thank our community for this addi-

tional support.
The kids and the staff alike continue to rave
about their summer. We on the committee truly
value your support and especially the warmth of
the community and the relationships built
among our children across ages and genders by
their participation in SPG.
We look forward to next summer and welcome anyone wanting to participate on the committee in any small or large way. As with SPG,
all are welcome! Please send an email to Mara
(mararoberge@hotmail.com) to join the committee so that all Bayberry children (2-10 years
old) have another exciting summer ahead!
Amy and Mara

2

Tennis 2007

007 was another active summer season for Bayberry tennis. Our membership this year was 49 families.
Last spring, the community voted on whether to
install a soft surface on one of the courts. The
vote resulted in a tie and, therefore, was not approved. The tennis committee is considering resubmitting the proposal to the Bayberry community at a future date. For now, the courts are in
good shape and will remain open all winter for
any hardy Bayberry tennis members who want to
play. If there are any suggestions or questions
regarding Bayberry tennis, please call Mitch
Weisman at 914-235- 3719 or email
mitch724@hotmail.com.
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New Rochelle Schools
Fund for Educational Excellence

D

o you know there is a private foundation that raises money and provides
enrichment programs for the New Rochelle School District? The New Rochelle Fund
for Educational Excellence is a private, not-forprofit 501(c)(3) foundation that creates and finances educational enrichment programs that fall
outside the school district’s budget. The Fund’s
slogan “Excite, Enrich, Excel” speaks to its mission to encourage all district students to achieve excellence and
to promote community involvement, enthusiasm and support
for our schools. Some of these
programs include “Chess in Our
Schools,” “Poetry Out Loud,”
Kaplan SAT preparation course, Civics Week,
Literary Festival, Jazz Improvisation, and the
Science Speakers Bureau. Although the Fund’s
office is in NRHS, the programs are district-wide
and for all ages. I am proud to report that I recently started as the Fund’s new Executive Director.
This is an especially exciting year because
it is the Fund’s 10th anniversary. And, the
Fund’s Museum of Arts and Culture (at
NRHS) just received a charter from New York
State, which means it is a real museum. It is
the only museum in the state to be located in a
school. Museum exhibits have included both
traveling exhibits from nationally recognized
museums and student-generated art. The museum is open on school
days and Tuesday and
Thursday evenings from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. We can
even schedule a Bayberry
meeting at the museum

F

or the third year in a row, Bayberry Buddies & Friends
participated in the
American Cancer Society Making
Strides against breast cancer. This was a five mile
walk held on Sunday, October 21, 2007. It was
a beautiful spring day in the middle of October! Bayberry walkers included: Betty, Ilan,
Daniel, Jonathan, Jeremy and Dalia Moallem;
Anita, Lynnley and Russell Rothenberg; Sue and
Sam Weisman; Carol Freidman, Barbara Roth,
Gloria Redlener; Jill and Jared Lichtenstaedter;
Hope Herzog; Linda Levine; Susan Mittleman;
along with many of our friends and families.
We want to thank all those who couldn’t walk but
who supported us with donations. Hope you can
join us next year!!
Betty Moallem

and include a tour with the meeting.
Save the date–Wednesday, March 26,
2008 – for the Foundation Awards gala. It’s a
fun evening, and the proceeds benefit the
Fund’s extensive programs. For more information, please call me at 576-4657 or go to the
Fund’s website at www.nredfund.org or the
Museum’s website at www.dbmac.org. The
Fund has lots of events throughout the year,
and we welcome your involvement.
Sue Weisman
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munity today. Since moving to Bayberry, we have
expanded our family to include Tyler, Luke, and now
Kallie. Together, we will continue to enjoy the tradition of "hanging out" at the Bayberry pool for many
years to come!

Laurie Getlan
I’m a freelance artist
and have lived in Bayberry for over 20 years.
This will be my 9th
year as social director
for our community.
Along with my social
committee, I design and organize various themed
events. The 2006/2007 season included our Halloween Party, Spring Fling, Pirates of the Caribbean Family Party, and I Love The 80’s Adult
Party. My main goal as a volunteer is to help Bayberry continue improving in as many ways as possible.

Jay Miller
During the past 20 years I have been president
and vice-president of Bayberry, served four
terms as an officer or member of the Board of
Directors, served one or more terms as head of
the pool committee, head of the concession
committee, member of nominating committees
and also a stuffer of circulars in mailboxes. I
welcome your support.

Cliff Greene
I have very much enjoyed acting as president for
the past two years and have learned a lot from
working with everybody on the Board and in the
community with respect to running our Association and keeping our community working together.
I am now running again for the
Board with the hope of helping to keep all the
traditions, community values, and Association
unity intact. I recognize that every year there is a
lot of work that needs to get done, and I will do
my best to raise my hand and take on my fair
share of the responsibility. I believe that it is essential to get more people involved in the activities of running this Association. I am a local attorney with a general practice in New Rochelle. Besides acting as president and vice-president, I am
the pool co-chairperson with Harriet Abrahami. I
have also been active in Bayberry's legal issues
and will continue to do so at the request of the
Board. My wife, Lesley, and I were both raised in
New Rochelle and attended Ward, ALMS and
NRHS. Lesley and I spent much of our youth
hanging out in the Bayberry pool with the children
of many families who are still living in the com-

Gary Polsky
My wife and I moved into Bayberry 14 years
ago. We have 3 children. I have served on several committees. I also served as treasurer for
two terms, secretary for one term and Board
member. I look forward to getting back involved in the community.
Mara Roberge
I’ve lived on High Ridge Road for
over 3 years with my family. For
the past two years I have co-chaired
the SPG program. We have continually worked to improve the activities, staff and physical grounds. The SPG. program was a huge success this past summer based on
feedback and fiscal expectations. I am asking for
your vote as a Bayberry board member because I love
this community and our neighbors. I truly want to
ensure that Bayberry continually moves forward with
improvements for all areas of our community while
maintaining our Bayberry spirit.
(Continued on page 11)
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Eleanor Rorer
We moved to Bayberry 23 years ago when our daughter, Kate, was a baby. Through SPG, she learned to
swim and had wonderful summers—just like today’s
SPGers do. I served on SPG then and later one term
on the Board while I was still commuting daily to a
public relations job in Manhattan. Now home fulltime, I hope to “give back” to Bayberry by again serving on the Board.
Jill Siegel
My son Jared often reminds me that we are so lucky
to live in Bayberry--a community where friends and
the sense of belonging are unsurpassed. We take advantage of its unique offerings but are mindful to give
back. My husband Steve Lichtenstaedter was on the
Board, and when his term expired, I knew we needed
to continue our involvement. I have served for one
term on the Board and enjoy being the voice of reason
during some of our more contentious moments. While I have held the positions of recording
secretary, Board member, pool committee member,
and party planner, my favorite is the gardening committee. I purchase and plant flowers
for the pool every spring and then
watch all pool goers and visitors
alike admire them with no complaints. Bayberry is a magical place,
and if elected I will use my legal negotiation skills and friendly disposition to keep the magic going.
Jen Syken
I have lived in Bayberry with my husband for 9 years.
We have a 5-1/2 year- old son. I have served as Bayberry's treasurer for the last 3 years. I hold a BBA
from the University of Miami, and I am a CPA. My
previous work includes financial auditor for Price
Waterhouse, manager of financial and merchandise
planning for Lord & Taylor, and more recently con11

troller for an Internet advertising company. I look
forward to contributing to Bayberry's Board.
Mitch Weisman
I am running for re-election
to the Bayberry Board. My
wife Sue and I have lived in
Bayberry for the past 15
years, and we love this
unique and special community. We appreciate that Bayberry needs volunteers to continue to be such a great place to live
and raise our kids. We have both been very active
in the neighborhood since we moved in. I have
been the tennis committee chairman since the last
millennium (actually, it has been about nine
years). I have also served on numerous other
committees including: the improvements committee, the nominating committee, the finance committee, and a few other committees which I can’t
remember the names of. I feel strongly that Bayberry needs to maintain and improve our valuable
facilities. If you vote for me, I promise to continue to work hard to help make our great Bayberry community even better!

